RAIN STOPS PLAY,  1939
Britain, France, Germany, and Italy, though cooling, was by
no means stone-cold yet.
The B.B.C. began to broadcast news bulletins in foreign
languages in an attempt to counter German propaganda. Com-
mander King-Hall also crossed swords with Dr. Gocbbcls. He
distributed in Germany thousands of copies of a personal letter
to all Germans, similar in form to his British news-letter. It put
before them the righteous aims of British policy and strove to
refute the theory, which Hitler had revived at the beginning of
April, that Britain was intent on encircling Germany. Dr.
Goebbels himself replied by sending a translation of one of his
articles in the VoelkischerBeobachter by post to a large number of
important people in Britain. He concluded: 'Tomfoolery such
as that contained in your letter can no longer bamboozle us. ...
You can tell those tales to the marines, you honest old British
Jack Tar.3 The important recipients of this letter regarded such
personal action on the part of a German Minister of State as
most undignified.
Though diplomatic tension was increasing, the public was
kept in the dark: how far they were kept in the dark was re-
vealed by the Stanhope Affair in April. Lord Stanhope, First
Lord of the Admiralty and descendant of the Stanhope who
captured Minorca in the eighteenth century, made a speech to
naval ratings in the hangar of the aircraft-carrier Ark Royal; he
.remarked incidentally .that the attendance was scanty because
the crew was manning the anti-aircraft guns night and day.
He himself passed this speech for publication in the Press, but
the Prime Minister authorized a T)' notice to be sent round to
the newspapers, warning them not to print it on the grounds
that it gave the impression that a state of emergency existed.
All newspapers accepted the CD' notice, except the Daily Sketch,
which explained its defiance: 'Both patriotism and public spirit
demanded from us not the withholding of such a speech, but its
frank, unfettered publication, accompanied by strong, clear
explanations of what it really signified . . , we had, so it ap-
peared to us, a clear duty to allay public anxiety/ The Prime
Minister believed that he was allaying anxiety by having the
speech suppressed. Other newspapers made news of the sup-
pression, but did not print the contents of the speech. The effect
was to bewilder the public. They saw newspapers admitting for
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